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Shrimp and blue crab harvests, pre-
viously predicted to be at record levels, 
have been completely wiped out. Fish 
and shellfish losses are unknown. 

If things could not be worse, there 
are millions of gallons of raw sewage 
and animal waste, with more than a 
million dead farm animals contami-
nating waters that flow into the 
homes, businesses, and drinking sup-
ply. Insects and rodent activity is on 
the rise. 

Mr. Speaker, Hurricane Floyd left in 
his wake, the worst flooding in the his-
tory of the State of North Carolina. 
The serious health concerns underscore 
the value and the importance of a pro-
gram that is being developed at some 
of our education institutions in the 
State of North Carolina. 

A program termed ‘‘Agromedicine’’ 
has brought some of our diverse univer-
sity cultures together with commu-
nities to prevent injury and illness and 
to promote the health and safety of our 
rural residents. 

Agriculture in North Carolina is a 
significant part of our economy. Agri-
culture is a $45 billion a year industry, 
employing 21 percent of the State’s 
work force. Even without hurricane 
and flooding, farming, forestry, and 
fishing in North Carolina can be haz-
ardous. The costs can be great. On av-
erage, 50 persons per year die in agri-
cultural-related activities, and 2,000 
are disabled. The annual costs of 
health care in North Carolina farm-re-
lated injury exceeds $195 million. 

I am proud that North Carolina is 
taking a national leadership in 
Agromedicine through the newly-estab-
lished Agromedicine Institute. I con-
gratulate the three universities in-
volved, East Carolina State University 
with its medical school, its nursing and 
allied health expertise; North Carolina 
A&T State University with its agri-
culture, technology, nursing expertise; 
and North Carolina State University 
with its agriculture, forestry, natural 
resources, life sciences, and veterinary 
medical expertise. 

Mr. Speaker, those who grow and 
harvest the products that provide our 
food, our clothing, and shelter deserve 
our support in addressing the contin-
ued hazards of health and safety. The 
Agromedicine Institute is one means of 
providing that support. 

The devastation of Hurricane Floyd 
will one day become history, a mere 
memory in the minds of those who are 
suffering through it now. Possessions 
will, once again, be collected. North 
Carolina will be rebuilt, restored, and 
recovered. Agromedicine can be a life-
time. We urge consideration of this 
program.

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES HILLARD 
BLACKBURN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GREEN of Wisconsin). Under a previous 

order of the House, the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. MILLENDER-
MCDONALD) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. 
Speaker, I come tonight with a sad 
heart. A very close and dear friend of 
mine, Chuck Hillard Blackburn passed 
away last week at the age of 83. I was 
saddened, Mr. Speaker, because I was 
here doing the people’s business in the 
people’s House, that I was unable to go 
to pay my respects to such a fine 
American.

There was something about Chuck 
that was very unusual. Chuck was a 
Republican. He loved being in the Re-
publican Party. But after he met me 
and he joined forces with me, he 
changed his affiliation from the Repub-
lican Party to the Democratic Party 
and started working with me in my en-
deavors as I started early on running 
for the Carson City Council, on to the 
State legislature, and then here to 
Congress.

In all three of those runs, Mr. Speak-
er, he was there for me. He managed 
my office. He made sure that the phone 
banks were covered. One could not 
have found an any more endearing per-
son than Chuck Blackburn. 

Chuck often spoke about growing up 
in his State of Ohio, City of Springfield 
and, as a boy, how he enjoyed being 
with his father fishing and doing some 
of the great things that boys and fa-
thers have a great relationship with. 
Then he moved to California. Again, 
enjoying his grandchildren, he did 
some of those same things that he had 
done with his father with his grand-
children.

But I do not want to ignore the fact 
that Chuck served this country in 
three wars. A great veteran he was, al-
ways giving patriotism to this country, 
having served it very well. 

During his 27 years in the military, 
he often talked about the many strides 
and struggles and the many times that 
he had to go on the battlefield. But he 
did not regret, not a single bit of it, be-
cause he loved this country. Chuck 
Blackburn was an American who abso-
lutely felt that being an American was 
the greatest thing in the world. 

Then after coming out of the mili-
tary, having served for 27 years, he be-
came a manager with the Kelly Serv-
ices and was the manager there for 10 
years, after which he began to just do 
voluntary things there in the city of 
Carson.

That is when he joined forces with 
me. From that point on, he was my 
friend, my devoted constituent, my 
really true trustworthy friend whom I 
could always depend on as I ran the 
campaigns.

He was in the La Bon Temps social 
club, and it was a club where men 
would dress each year in their fine 
after-6 attire and have ballroom danc-
ing and parties. He was known as a guy 
who was very soft on his feet or very 

smooth on his feet. He did the ballroom 
dancing like no one could. I can see 
him now with his tall slinky body, 
handsomely dressed in this tux, waltz-
ing across the floor with his wife Euge-
nia, a great man, handsome man, a 
very great American. 

He attended the church of the Holy 
Communion with his wife, Eugenia, for 
many years. They were married some 
24 years. In their years of marriage, 
they sought to have all of their grand-
children baptized here at the Church of 
the Holy Communion. Upon his death, 
that church was the place in which a 
memorial service was done for him. 

We will miss Chuck, a great guy, a 
true friend, a great American, a great 
patriot. But the one thing that I can 
say for him, that he loved this country. 
He loved the people, his neighbors, and 
he loved this Congresswoman. I cer-
tainly cannot say enough for the fine 
gentleman he was. I will sorely miss 
him as we gear up for this election 
come the year 2000. But I know wher-
ever Chuck is now, and I certainly will 
presume he is in heaven or assume he 
is, that he is saying, ‘‘Now, you just go 
girl, because you have got to win this 
reelection. I am going to be there in 
spirit to make sure that those phone 
banks are covered, that those who 
come to volunteer will sign in, and 
that you will have victory come No-
vember of the year 2000.’’ Good-bye 
Chuck.

f 

LAND MINES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to urge my col-
leagues to support increased invest-
ment in assistance to persons affected 
by land mines. 

As many of my colleagues are aware, 
Her Majesty Queen Noor of Jordan will 
be making her first official visit to 
Capitol Hill tomorrow in her capacity 
as International Patron of the Land 
Mine Survivors Network to bring 
awareness to the devastation caused by 
land mines around the world. 

More than 60 countries are infested 
with land mines and have the potential 
of killing or maiming innocent civil-
ians, male and female, adult and child. 
Every 20 minutes, another life is dev-
astated by a anti-personnel Land Mine. 

Designed to maximize suffering and 
terrorize populations, land mines are 
truly indiscriminate weapons of mass 
destruction in slow motion. They can-
not tell the difference between the 
footfall of a soldier or a child at play. 

Although the cost of producing a 
Land Mine is as little as $3, the injuries 
suffered by innocent civilians cannot 
be cured with a price tag. More than 80 
percent of Land Mine victims are civil-
ians who must deal with the physical, 
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psychological, and social ramifications 
of being prey to the damage of a Land 
Mine.

The proliferation of mines is a global 
and man-made epidemic. It is also an 
American problem, having affected 
more than 100,000 Americans. One such 
American is Jerry White, co-founder of 
the Land Mine Survivors Network. 
While traveling as a college student in 
Israel, Jerry stepped on a Land Mine, 
lost his leg, and joined the ranks of the 
more than 300,000 and growing Land 
Mine survivors. 

Unlike Jerry, however, fewer than 10 
percent of Land Mine victims have ac-
cess to proper medical treatment and 
rehabilitation. Even fewer have the 
necessary support to effectively return 
to the social and economic main-
stream.

I urge my colleagues to support the 
efforts of Queen Noor, Jerry White, and 
the Land Mine Survivors Network to 
bring awareness to this important 
issue and to provide a voice to those 
survivors who do not have the oppor-
tunity or ability to speak for them-
selves.

Let us walk into the next century, 
Mr. Speaker, with honor and hope for a 
Land Mine-free world. Let us work to-
gether to ensure that all countries 
offer the support and tools needed for 
persons injured by antipersonnel mines 
to reclaim their lives and become pro-
ductive and contributing members of 
our society. 

f 

SENIOR CITIZENS NEED ACCESS 
TO AFFORDABLE PRESCRIPTION 
DRUGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. BERRY) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, this 
evening, I rise to address this House be-
cause our senior citizens can no longer 
afford the prescription drugs that they 
need to have a decent life. That is the 
simple truth. 

PhRMA, the Pharmaceutical Re-
search Manufacturers of America, has 
formed a bogus consumer group called 
Citizens for Better Medicare and hired 
a Republican ad agency to front a $20 
million to $30 million campaign to dis-
tort the truth about prescription drugs 
and senior citizens. 

The American Association of Retired 
Persons spokesperson was right when 
he told the New York Times ‘‘This 
phony coalition created and financed 
by the pharmaceutical industry is what 
we have come to expect from the drug 
companies over the last decade.’’

b 1945

Fundamentally, they are in favor of 
the status quo, which leaves millions of 
older Americans without drug cov-

erage. Helping our senior citizens is a 
moral issue, and the American public is 
not going to roll over for $30 million. 

Last week, the Citizens for Better 
Medicare released a study claiming the 
administration’s proposal to provide 
seniors with prescription drug coverage 
could lead to employers dropping pre-
scription drug benefits for retirees. 
However, pharmaceutical manufactur-
ers have been leading the way in in-
creasing prices and forcing employers 
to stop offering retiree prescription 
drug benefits. From 1981 to 1999, the 
cost of prescription drugs increased by 
306 percent, while the Consumer Price 
Index rose only 99 percent. 

The cost of prescription drugs con-
tinues to skyrocket. The Health Care 
Financing Administration reports that 
spending for prescription drugs rose 
14.1 percent in 1997, compared to a 4.8 
percent increase for health care serv-
ices overall. 

The members of PhRMA are by far 
the most profitable companies any-
where. Their profits exceed the re-
search and development costs for most 
large pharmaceutical companies. The 
drug companies’ report claims that em-
ployers who currently provide prescrip-
tion drug benefits for retirees could 
choose to quit offering the benefit and 
save money by paying the former em-
ployees’ Medicare premiums for pre-
scription drugs. However, the proposal 
that they are criticizing would sub-
sidize employers for continuing to offer 
their employees a private sector ben-
efit.

There is also nothing forcing employ-
ers to offer retiree health benefits, in-
cluding prescription drugs, to retirees 
now. And if those benefits have more 
value than a Medicare benefit, they 
will have the same incentives to con-
tinue offering the benefit. What the 
pharmaceutical companies are not tell-
ing senior citizens is that their dooms-
day scenario is already becoming a re-
ality because of their own actions. 

The fictional character the drug com-
panies have invented for their ads, 
called Flo, says she has a private sec-
tor drug benefit as part of her retire-
ment plan. In real life, only 24 percent 
of the population on Medicare has 
meaningful private sector coverage for 
prescription drugs. 

Between 1994 and 1998, 25 percent of 
the firms that offered health benefits 
to their retirees quit providing cov-
erage. It just cost too much. Among 
the largest employers, companies that 
employ more than 5,000 people, over a 
third have dropped coverage. One of the 
most significant reasons employers are 
dropping coverage is that they can no 
longer afford to pay the increasingly 
high cost manufacturers charge for 
prescription drugs. 

Short of that, it is critical that they 
have access to prescription drugs at a 
reasonable price. The senior citizens in 
the District that I am fortunate to rep-

resent, and in every district, know that 
they are simply being robbed. Senior 
citizens across the country expect 
every Member of Congress to address 
this situation. 

Drug companies say uninsured Amer-
icans should pay twice as much as 
their preferred customers and consider-
ably, two to three times as much, more 
than people in other countries so the 
international drug companies located 
in America will continue to invest in 
research and development. We know we 
have to have research and develop-
ment.

The high prices they charge Ameri-
cans make them the most profitable 
industry in the world. The industry’s 
profits as a percent of sales are nearly 
five times, five times, that of the aver-
age Fortune 500 company. I have a 
chart here this evening that shows 
what percent of various countries’ 
health care expenditures go to devel-
oping new prescription medications. 
The United States is not at the top of 
the list, as my colleagues can see. The 
United Kingdom, Japan, France, Italy, 
and Germany all invest more than the 
United States in developing new pre-
scriptions.

Addressing the issues of cost and af-
fordability for prescription drugs, as 
well as finding a reasonable approach 
to offering drug coverage to Medicare 
recipients, are important priorities. 
Pharmaceutical companies need to 
stop throwing money away creating 
fictional characters and invest more in 
creating legitimate new medicines. The 
American public and this Congress are 
simply not for sale. We are going to do 
everything we can to ensure that our 
senior citizens are treated fairly. 

It is absolutely amazing, Mr. Speak-
er, that this has continued; that we 
have placed our senior citizens, so 
many of them, in a position where they 
have to make a decision whether or not 
to buy food or buy their medicine on a 
daily basis. If it just cost that much, 
then so be it. But the fact is our senior 
citizens in this country are charged 
two to three times as much as anyone 
else in the world for this medicine. We 
are simply allowing the pharma-
ceutical manufacturers to take advan-
tage of our senior citizens and, Mr. 
Speaker, it is time to stop.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I am pleased to join my Colleagues this 
evening for this special order on Prescription 
Drug Coverage. I am an original cosponsor of 
H.R. 664, the Prescription Coverage for Sen-
iors Act and I participated in an event a few 
weeks ago in Houston to release an inter-
national study on the high costs of prescrip-
tions in the Houston area. 

This issue is very important to everyone, not 
just senior citizens. We all know at least one 
person who has had difficulty obtaining pre-
scriptions due to the cost. Senior citizens hap-
pen to be the most vulnerable. 

In addition to the legislation that has been 
introduced here in Congress, there is the 
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